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Friends for all Seasons… 



 

 

Dorotha Smith Oatts 
On January 16, 2018, we lost our very good friend, Dorotha Smith Oatts. The Arboretum will be 
forever thankful to Mrs. Oatts for her vision of beautiful gardens and walks for all to enjoy and 
learn from. In 1992 she became a Charter Member and Founder of the Friends of The Arbore-
tum. She co-chaired the fundraising campaign for the Kentucky Children’s Garden in 2007 and 
generously shared her vast knowledge and experience as a mentor and inspiration to many. The 
Dorotha Smith Oatts Visitor Center serves as the heart of The Arboretum’s wide variety of year 
round activities. The current campaign to expand the Visitor Center and create an endowment to 
support facilities and educational programing was launched with Mrs. Oatts’ support. We will 
fondly remember the friendship of Mrs. Oatts and the many beautiful floral arrangements she 
lovingly created for the Visitor Center. 
 
Celebration of Life 
Dorotha Smith Oatts  
May 8, 2018 



 

 

 
Mission of the Friends of The Arboretum 

 
The Mission of the Friends of The Arboretum is to stimulate interest in The Arboretum, 
encourage participation in its educational and recreational features, and to raise funds to 
assist in its development. 
 
 

Friends of The Arboretum Board of Directors, 2017-2018 
 

President……………………………….Nancy McNally 
Vice President…………………………Dawn Bazner 
Secretary……………………………….Zinnah Caluag 
Treasurer……………………………….Dabney Parker 
Past President………………………….Jessica Nicholson 

   Chair, UK CAFE………………………Dr. Robert Houtz, Dr. Mark Williams 
Department of Horticulture 

Director of The Arboretum……………Molly Davis 
 

Elected At-Large Board Members: 
 

Kent Barker                 Carla Creager               Debbie Johnson 
Tony Brusate               Charlotte Haney           Scott Smith 
Harry Clarke               Sally Horowitz              Susan Umberger 
          Beverly James 

Harry Clarke at 2018 Party for the Pumpkins Friends tent 
 

 



 

 

A Message from the                                  
Friends of The Arboretum 
President, Nancy McNally 

 
 
 

This past year I have been fortunate to be part of the day-to-day life at The Arboretum. We have 
welcomed new staff members, new friends to the Board, and introduced new student volunteers 
to the many opportunities to get involved at The Arboretum. 

A big thank you to the Friends Board of Directors for their leadership and active participation in 
making this such a memorable year. In April and May, our Spring Is for the Birds Birdhouse 
and Birdfeeder Display and Silent Auction again showcased creative and useful birdhouses 
and were a big hit with visitors. With the generous support of The Arboretum Staff and the 
Department of Horticulture, we hosted our second Friends on the Farm Celebrating Tomatoes 
event at UK South Farm in August and our fourth successful Party for the Pumpkins Fall 
Family Festival in October. Thanks to our many sponsors, the Friends were able to make 
substantial financial contributions to the Visitor Center CAMPAIGN Fund and add support to 
The Arboretum staff and their programs. 

Thank you for your continued Friends of The Arboretum membership. Your financial 
contributions are essential to the operation of The Arboretum and members are the core of our 
very important volunteer roster. Please help us grow by gifting an Annual Membership this 
holiday season to introduce a new neighbor or friend to The Arboretum, and invite guests to 
attend our variety of programs and explore our walks and gardens. 

I have included a short “Friends for all Seasons” monthly 
highlight report. I hope you enjoy looking back over our very full 
year and a big thank you for your enthusiastic participation. The 
calendar for next year is packed: interesting Founders Lectures, 
Guided Garden tours, innovative Education Committee projects, 
events for the entire family, our Hundred Acre 5K Race and 
much more. With the support of Friends like you, volunteering 
on a regular basis or for special events, The Arboretum and the 
Kentucky Children’s Garden will continue to grow and prosper. 

I want to again acknowledge the work of Molly Davis and her 
entire staff for the exceptional job they are doing. It is truly a 
pleasure to work and learn from them, and to represent the Board 
and the Friends. I am confident that with their leadership The 
Arboretum will only grow even bigger and brighter and more 
beautiful in the years ahead!  

Thank you again for continuing your Friends of The Arboretum 
membership, interest and support. 



 

 

Friends for All Seasons…Fall 2017 
AUGUST - The Friends hosted their first Friends on The Farm-
Celebrating Tomatoes event at UK South Farm. A membership event, 
members were invited to bring guests for tastings of just-picked 
tomatoes, live music, tomato-themed appetizers and an opportunity to 
explore South Farm and learn about the Friends. It was a beautiful night 

on the Farm! 

SEPTEMBER - Friends 
helped welcome back UK students at a new student campus 
open house. Plans were underway for October’s Party for the 
Pumpkins. Jesse’s crew built an amazing straw maze and “the 
dragon” just appeared one 
day. 

OCTOBER - The 3rd Party 
for the Pumpkins Fall 
Family Festival was another 
big success! With staff 
support, The Arboretum and 

student volunteers welcomed well over1,000 guests of all ages. All 
enjoyed the Pumpkin Walk, bluegrass music, live raptors, KCG 
activities, costumed creatures and terrifically fun pumpkin crafts. The 
Fall Plant Exchange was October 21st. Thank you to all the lively 

gardening participants and John 
Hartman for his whistle 
blowing duties. 

Friends for All Seasons…Winter 2017-2018 
NOVEMBER - Many Friends attended a lovely memorial 
service for Marcia Farris on November 17 at Crestwood Christian 
Church. The Annual Friends Meeting was held at the E.S. Good 
Barn on November 15. Dr. Krista Jacobsen from the UK 
Department of Horticulture spoke on “Building Local Food 
Systems with an International Perspective.” We elected our new 
Board Members, Kent Barker, Carla Creager and Harry Clarke, 
and Friends enjoyed a festive reception. 

DECEMBER - The Friends gave The Arboretum staff holiday gift cards 
and gift bags as a thank you for all they do. We appreciate them so much! 

JANUARY - Our Volunteer Appreciation Brunch was held at the Good 
Barn. It was a perfect way to acknowledge and thank all of The Arboretum 
and KCG volunteers who contributed many hours over the past year. A 
big thank you to all our special Volunteers.   

The Friends provided a winter soup lunch for the staff this month. An 
extra thank you for working outside in any and all weather!  

 
 



 

 

Friends for All Seasons…Spring 2018 
 
FEBRUARY - Congratulations and thank you to our 2018 Bur 
Oak Society Inductees: Tim Brooks, Cliff Feltham, Louis 
Hillenmeyer and Phyllis MacAdam. The Founders Lecture speaker 
was Matthew Clarke, a Lexington native now living and working 
in New York City. He spoke on “The Culture of Parks and Open 
Space: Building Community.” He is the son of board member 
Harry Clarke 
 
MARCH - The 
month began with 
the Blue Grass Trust 
Antiques & Garden 
Show, always a 
good time to meet 

and greet community friends. The second Founders Lecture featured 
Richard Weber of Springhouse Gardens and was very informative and 
well-attended. March ended with the Volunteer Fair for new and 
returning volunteers. Winter did not want to leave--the Friends mid-
March Board meeting was postponed due to snow! 
 
APRIL -The Friends supported the month-long Party for the Planet 
and Arbor Day celebrations at several events. Arbor Day was a big 
success! The annual Spring Is for the Birds Birdhouse and Birdfeeder Display and Silent Auction coincided with 
Arbor Day. Birdhouse and Birdfeeder entries from artists of all ages were put on display, 
voted on and were a wonderful addition to the Spring gardens. 
 

Friends for All Seasons…Summer 2018 
MAY - The May 5th Spring Plant Exchange was a rainy morning, but did not keep the 
plants lovers away. The Birdhouse Reception and Auction was on May 6th, a festive and 
successful affair with dulcimer music and lovely refreshments. Thank you to the Birdhouse 
Committee. Friends assisted with the annual Addie’s Day event and Kentucky Children’s 

Garden field trips. 
 
JUNE - the big event in June was a first…The 
Hundred Acre 5K Run, sponsored by John’s 
RunWalk Shop. Over 280 runners competed and 
a generous donation was made to The 
Arboretum. It was a great way to 
spend an early summer Saturday 
morning. All runners received a tree 
cookie and a mug with the event 
logo. 
 
JULY - The Friends sponsored the 

annual Central Kentucky Band Concert held on July 7th. It was a perfect summer 
evening of patriotic music and a great time to enjoy The Arboretum. Close to 400 
folks attended the free concert. 
 
 
 



 

 

Friends of The Arboretum At-Large Board of Directors Candidates and Board 
of Directors Nominees: 

Janet Cabaniss - growing up in a small town in Illinois, she attended the University of Illinois, moved 
to Chicago, attended graduate school at the University of Kentucky and loved Lexington. Editor of an 
academic journal at UK for 17 years, she next worked in UK’s Information Technology section until 
retirement in 2012. Shortly after, she began working at The Arboretum as membership coordinator. Her 
other interests include gardening, garage sales, neighborhood associations, feral cat spay/neuter, and local 
watersheds. She now wants to share accumulated knowledge and interests with the Friends as a Board 
member. 

Laura Ferrell - has been a Fayette County Master Gardner since 2010 and actively involved at The 
Arboretum for many years. Laura volunteered as Docent Co-Chairman, for Trees, Trails and Creatures, 
Adopt-a-Plot, Demonstration Herb and Vegetable gardens, Arbor Day and many KCG Field Trips and 
activities. Laura has served several volunteer positions at First Methodist Church including Sunday 
School and Bible study teacher and served as a High Street Neighborhood Center Board member. Laura is 
grateful to be able to serve and enjoy the quality of The Arboretum and appreciates the staff and 
volunteers who make it the jewel that it is. 

Scott Smith - is the former Dean of the UK College of Agriculture, Food and Environment. For many 
years, he provided valuable support and leadership for the Arboretum while serving as College 
Administrator. He co-led The Arboretum Advisory Board and was recognized by the Friends with the 
2014 Bur Oak Society Award for his many contributions to The Arboretum. He and his wife, Susan, 
served as honorary co-chairs of the 2013 Gala in the Garden. Scott’s volunteering includes Adopt-a Plot, 
plant exchanges and Party for the Pumpkins. This will be Scott’s second term on the Board. 

Susan Spires - originally from Middle Tennessee, Susan has been a resident of Kentucky and lover of 
all forms of gardening for many years. A graduate in Biochemistry from Centre College, Susan attended 
Medical School and did her residency at UK, followed by fellowships in Surgical Pathology and 
Cytopathology. She practiced Pathology for 34 years in Lexington and surrounding communities, 
teaching for 10 years at UK and retiring from UK in 2017. She raised 2 children, John and Katie, and is 
the proud grandmother of three active grandchildren who are big fans of the Kentucky Children’s Garden.   

Returning Executive Committee Nominees: 

Nancy McNally - President 

Dawn Bazner - Vice President 

Zinnah Caluag - Secretary 

Dabney Parker - Treasurer 

Jessica Nicholson - Past President 

 

 

We welcome the nominees and thank the returning Executive Committee members. We 
appreciate their many contributions to The Arboretum and their support of the Mission of the 
Friends of The Arboretum. 



 

 

Returning Board Members: 
Nancy McNally - was elected to the Board in 2011. She is a 
native of Kansas City and has been a fan of The Arboretum 
and a long-time supporter of the Friends since moving to 
Lexington from Omaha in 1993. She retired from a long 
career in retail buying and management in 2010 and soon 
took on her Adopt-a-Plot garden. She served on several Gala 
committees, Birdhouse Display, Membership Chair, and volunteers in the Kentucky Children’s Garden as 
often as possible. She and her husband Tom enjoy their adopted BBN home. 

Dawn Bazner - is a former teacher who moved to Lexington from Michigan in 2000 and quickly became 
involved in the community and The Arboretum. Dawn was raised in England and has also lived with her 
family in Canada and Malaysia. Dawn has been involved with the Gala in the Garden since 2005, served 
as Chair of the Volunteer Committee since 2010, co-chaired the Party for the Pumpkins and has 
participated at numerous Arboretum, Friends and Kentucky Children’s Garden events. 

Dabney Parker - was educated at Centre College and the University of Kentucky. After retiring as a high 
school science teacher, she held positions with a UK research group, served as a registrar at Lexington 
Theological Seminary and currently is with the Kentucky Refugee Ministries. Dabney’s biology 
background drew her to The Arboretum where she has assisted with Trees, Trails and Creatures and 
helped with a variety of events and committees.   

Zinnah Caluag - presently works for a pharmaceutical company and has been in Research and 
Development for approximately 20 years. She is a 13 year Kentucky “transplant” from Chicago via 
Arizona. She began attending workshops at The Arboretum to better understand the garden environment 
in the Bluegrass. It was from that exposure that she started volunteering with the Tomato Festival…and 
the rest is history! 

Jessica Nicholson - is a graduate of UK’s College of Agriculture, Food and Environment with a degree in 
Horticulture. She is a former President and Vice President of the Friends Board. She is a Master 
Gardener, a former owner of a wonderful garden shop and actually enjoys weeding! She also currently 
serves on The Arboretum Advisory Board as a city appointee. 

Kent Barker - Kent comes to The Arboretum with a professional background in business management 
and marketing. Upon retirement 4 years ago, he ‘managed’ to find several volunteer opportunities in 
Lexington including The Opera House, Lexington sister Cities, VisitLex and fortunately for The 
Arboretum, the rose garden Adopt-a-plot. 

Harry Clarke - retired from the UK school of Music in 2011 after 43 years on that faculty, 14 years as 
the Director of the School of Music and 21 years as Director of Bands. He represented Lexington’s 10th 
District as a city Council Member and currently serves on a number of commissions and boards, 
including America in Bloom. In his spare time he studies and performs on the French horn. 

Carla Creager - A retired nurse, Carla graduated from Midway College and the University of Kentucky. 
She is a Master Gardner, enjoys gardening and her other interests include travel, TaiChi and reading. 
Carla served tomatoes at the Friends on the Farm Celebrating Tomatoes, Party for the Pumpkins 
committee and is serving as the Hospitality Committee Co-Chair.  

Charlotte Haney - recently retired after a long career in pediatric dentistry and dental education. 
Charlotte is a Master Gardener and has volunteered in the KCG for several years. She successfully co-
chaired the 2016, 2017 and 2018 Birdhouse Display and Auction and served on the Party for the 
Pumpkins Committee all 4 years. She and her husband enjoy camping and gardening. 



 

 

Sally Horowitz - has been an Arboretum volunteer for over 6 years since her retirement as an elementary 
school librarian. Sally spends many hours photographing birds, butterflies, flowers and all things nature-
related at The Arboretum. Sally frequently volunteers at the KCG and does Arboretum outreach. She 
participates in the Glories in the Garden show each year and the Birdhouse Display. Sally is very busy 
with her photography, but finds time to sing and perform with The Lexington Singers. 

Susan Umberger - is a graduate of UK’s College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, with a Master 
of Education from Eastern Kentucky University. A lifelong gardener, she became a Master Gardener 
upon her retirement from LFUCG. She was a member and officer of the Friends Board in the 1990’s, 
during the early days of The Arboretum. She and her husband enjoy home gardening, travel and raising 
an orchid collection in a small greenhouse. 

 

Thank you Retiring Friends                              
At-Large Directors 

We have three dedicated At-Large Directors of the Friends 
of The Arboretum Board who are leaving this year. We are 
deeply grateful to Debbie, Beverly and Tony for their years 
of volunteer service and for their wisdom and sincere 
interest in the growth and development of The Arboretum. 
We thank them and look forward to continued friendship 
and participation. 

 

Tony Brusate - is the CEO/Executive Director and President of the Central Kentucky Audubon Society. 
Tony brings invaluable wildlife expertise to the Friends Board. An active environmentalist, Tony has 
been active on the Birdhouse committee and facilitated the Audubon Society and outstanding live raptor 
exhibits at many Arboretum events. This year, Tony has taken a new teaching position with The Learning 
Center School in Lexington.  

Beverly James - is the Preserve Director of Floracliff Nature Sanctuary where she has led the 
stewardship, education and outreach programs for 10 years. A UK graduate, she has extensive knowledge 
of Kentucky’s ecology and biodiversity and a strong interest in educating the general public. Beverly 
enjoys the Walk Across Kentucky and the Woods and will continue to serve on The Arboretum Education 
committee. 

Debbie Johnson - was a volunteer as a Master Gardner in San Diego County, Lake County and Illinois 
before coming to Lexington. She has served as the Chair for the Fayette County Extension Master 
Gardener’s Arbor Day volunteers, the Annual Lexington Lions Club Bluegrass Fair Flower and Vegetable 
Show and numerous Master Gardner positions. She co-chaired the Hospitality Committee (with Susan 
Umberger) and co-chaired the Lecture Committee (with Susan) and will continue on that committee. 

 

*A special thank you to Sally Horowitz for her beautiful photographs used throughout this 
report.   



 

 

Treasurer and Budget/Financial Committee Report – FY 2018 
The Arboretum is advised by the Arboretum Advisory Board representing the University of Kentucky 
(UK), Lexington Fayette Urban County Government (LFUCG), and the Friends of the Arboretum (FOA). 
Administrative oversight for The Arboretum is assigned to the director who is employed through the 
Department of Horticulture by the UK College of Agriculture, Food and Environment. Following 
completion of the 2013-2018 Strategic Plan for The Arboretum, a document, “Organization and 
Operating Procedures for The Arboretum, State Botanical Garden of Kentucky,” was developed and 
approved by The Arboretum Advisory Board in FY 2014. The document clarifies the diverse 
relationships and interests in The Arboretum. Funds are managed by UK, except for monies held at the 
UK Federal Credit Union and at the Bluegrass Community Foundation (BGCF). The UK membership and 
gala accounts are referred to as ‘Friends-advised’ accounts, but are ultimately the responsibility of the 
director to administer. 

The Friends Treasurer and Budget/Financial Committee are charged with developing a yearly budget and 
tracking the operational income and expenses of the FOA in their role of providing support for The 
Arboretum. The Friends is a voluntary organization, thus monies donated to the Friends must be 
channeled through a registered non-profit organization such as UK or BGCF for donors to receive a tax 
benefit.  

FOA revenues are generated mainly from individual and corporate donations, membership dues, sales of 
postcards at The Arboretum Visitor Center, and special events sponsored and managed by the FOA in 
cooperation with the director and Arboretum staff. Funds raised and attributed to the FOA are held in 
several accounts maintained at three different institutions. A list of the institutions and account names, as 
well as beginning and ending balances, for FY 2018 are shown in the accompanying table.  

Organization Name /  
Account Name 

Opening Balance 
July 1, 2017 

Ending Balance 
June 30, 2018 

Bluegrass Community Foundation $ 496.54 $ 1,601.10 

UK Federal Credit Union $ 977.15 $ 905.15 

UK Membership Account $ 25,948.69 $ 27,025.26 

 
Party for the Pumpkins Fall Family Festival (P4P) 
The 3rd Party for the Pumpkins took place on October 14, 2017. Well over 1000 attended the festival. 
The Kentucky Children’s Garden was included in event admission and shuttle buses ran continuously 
from the UK Orange lot. The Arboretum staff and volunteers were aided by outstanding UK student 
volunteers. UK residence halls and organizations decorated approximately 400 pumpkins for the Pumpkin 
Walk. Again this year, admission was kept low ($7 and free for children under 2) to encourage 
attendance. Donations from sponsors of $5,800 directly benefitted The Arboretum CAMPAIGN. After 
event expenses, remaining profits went into the Legacy Income and Gala Gift accounts to carryover for 
future Arboretum event expenses. 

Spring Is for the Birds Birdhouse and Bird Feeder Display and Silent Auction 
74 birdhouses and, new this year, bird feeders were put on display in April as part of the Party for The 
Planet/Arbor Day Celebration. Entry fees of $10 and $5 for 12 and under were collected. The Silent 
Auction and Reception in May concluded the event. Auction results were approximately $1,300 and, after 
taxes and expenses, close to $1,000 was donated to The Arboretum CAMPAIGN fund. 



Arboretum Park Gifts Fund (Friends Membership) FY 2019 Working Budget Sheet

JUL AUG
2018-19    
Budget

Comments

INCOME

GA Carry Forward 1,876.32

Membership Dues 2,545.00 5,077.10 30,000.00

Events

Concert Sponsorship 550.00 550.00

Founders' Lecture Series 300.00

Tomato Festival / Friends on 
the Farm (FY18)

100.00

Miscellaneous

Salary Adjustment 330.51

Total Income 3,425.51 5,077.10 32,826.32
(avg income/month -$ 2,735 needed to meet 

budget)

EXPENSES

General Operating Salaries (STEPS, FT) 1,600.62 1,226.61 20,000.00

Storage Shed 288.00 1,750.00

Environmental Charge 3.80 9.20 50.00

Supplies (ink, etc.) 100.00

Sub-total 21,900.00

Events Band Concert 550.00

   Founders Lectures        
(Bur Oak Awards)

1,000.00

Tomato Festival/Friends on 
the Farm (FY18)

791.76 1,500.00

Sub-total 3,050.00

Committees Annual Meeting

Friends Annual Report 
Printing

50.00

Membership

   Postage/Mailing 352.07 250.00 2,000.00

   Printing 
(Paper)/Duplicating

558.22 3,500.00

Amer. Hort. Assoc M'ship / 
RAP*

260.00

Sub-total 5,810.00

Volunteers/Community 
Partners

   Appreciation 500.00

Sub-total 500.00

Miscellaneous

Total Expenses 1,956.49 3,123.79 31,260.00 (allows for $2,613/month expenditure available) 

Balance

Print date: 9/19/2018



Other Funds Report  19 Sept. 2018 FOA Board Meeting

Comments/Notes 

JULY AUG

deral Credit Union ACCT

Beginning Balance 905.15 905.15

Income

TOTAL: 905.15 905.15

Expenditures

BALANCE

Opening Balance 1,587.65 1,586.91

Income Exxon Foundation

Gift to Fund

Schwab Charitable Fund

Interest & Dividends 0.58 0.59

LFUCG Grant

TOTAL 1,588.23 1,587.50

Expenditures Fees 1.32 0.00

TOTAL 1.32 0.00

BALANCE    * 1,586.91 1,587.50

BALANCE   ** -87.87 -87.87

BALANCE   ** 11,323.28 13,323.28

Bluegrass Community Foundation*

LEGACY Income Account**

* BGCF does not reconcile accts until mid-month. There may be fees 
assessed that are not shown as of this report date. 

**Income from entry fees, tickets, other revenue (not sponsor gifts) / 
Expenses to sales tax paid, credit card fees/other event expenses

GALA Gift Account*** ***Receives monies used to sponsor pieces of events (P4P items) / 
allows gift credit / pass-through account / Event expenses 

Print date: 9/19/2018



 

 

 

Friends of The 
Arboretum 

 
2017-2018                      

Annual Report 
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